
THE GLOBE
Welcome to The Globe, a special newsletter just for Grandparents & Special Friends 

of the International School of Portland. Each edition is filled with stories, 
photos and opportunities to get involved. Whether you’re just down the road or 

halfway across the globe, we’ll help you stay connected to the students you love.

The ‘21-’22 school year has come to a close and our students 
and teachers are off to enjoy a well-deserved summer break 
and all the fun that summer brings.

Spring at ISP was a busy season full of so many exciting events. 
The loosening of Covid protocols allowed us to to welcome 
parents, grandparents and special friends onto campus and 
into our school buildings after two long years. This was a 
significant and welcome change for every member of our 
community.  

This issue of The Globe is full of photos and stories about the 
many activities and events that took place!



Exhibition 2022!

Each year, our fifth graders work hard to prepare for Exhibition, a special, year-long 
Unit of Inquiry designed and executed by the students themselves. 
 
Exhibition is an independent and collaborative inquiry into a global issue of the stu-
dent’s choice, using both English and their target language. Students design their 
inquiry, engage in multiple kinds of research, and then decide how to present their 
findings to the community. Some of the topics our students selected this year 
included pollution, women’s rights, bees and automobile safety.

Our grandparents and special friends were invited to join our 5th graders for an 
evening event where guests enjoyed student presentations and heard more about 
what they learned and why these issues and topics are important to them.



Handshaking Tradition Returns!
Twice each school year, we gather together on 
the playground to shake hands and share warm 
greetings with each member of the ISP community.

At the start of the school year, faculty and staff line 
up on the lower playground and the students file 
through shaking everyone’s hands as a welcoming 
back to campus and to honor ISP founders Doug 
and Frey Stearns.  At the end of the year, the 5th 
graders line up on the lower playground and the 
rest of the school files through to shake their hands, 
wishing them well on their next adventures. 

For the first time since Fall 2019, we were excited 
to able to bring back this tradition (with copious 
amounts of hand sanitizer!). Grandparents, parents and staff gathered on the 
lower playground to congratulate and shake hands with our graduating 5th 
graders.



Thank you to our special guests who joined us 
for our Grandparent & Special Friends Tea!

Over 180 guests attended our annual Grandparent and Special Friends Tea where 
guests enjoyed tea and treats, created artistic bookmarks for their favorite book, and 
toured the library.  Hosting our special guests on campus made for a memorable day!

Save the date for next year!  May 6, 2023



ISP Celebrates our 5th Graders!

We are thrilled to announce the 
graduation of our 5th graders! 

Our hybrid graduation event included 
a virtual presentation with speeches 
given by our head of school and board 
president. The highlight of this event was 
a “Through the Years” slideshow and 
speeches given by each graduate in 
their track language.

Teachers, staff and families cheered on 
our graduates as they topped off their 
momentous day with a parade on 
campus and the presentation of the 
diplomas.

Congratulations ISP 
Class of ‘22!



ISP Grandparents had a tremendous impact on what ISP accomplished this year for our students 
and teachers. Our extended ISP community donated over $600,000! Here are some highlights: 

•  Grandparent support of our library, as part of our annual Grandparent and Special 
   Friends Tea, resulted in the addition of over 160 new books for our multi lingual collection.

•  Our robust Annual Fund, thanks in part to a $10,000 grandparent challenge gift, helped 
    provide the flexibility to quickly adapt as the pandemic landscape constantly changed. 

•  We had a 300% increase in Giving Circle members thanks to another grandparent 
    challenge gift! This monthly donation program raises over $8,000 a year.

•  In April, students ran over 8,000 laps during Moving For Music and Art, and families and 
   friends contributed over $31,000 for our art and music classroom budgets in celebration 
   of their efforts.  

•  Current parents, alumni, alumni parents, grandparents and friends contributed $140,000 
    to our Gala Special Appeal in support of track language literature and literacy.

•  Thanks to our endowed scholarship funds, six students were awarded scholarships 
    above and beyond our annual financial aid packages.

THANK YOU!


